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one of the main considerations that will make the idea of war
attractive to the old elite. Quite different will be the situation
of the younger members of the former ruling classes, who are
entering the important cadres of the Storm Troops and by now
have won an influence that is not to be despised, and at all
events a basis of increasing power. This retrogressive movement
within the machinery of the revolution may be of some import-
ance to the future. It is producing a sort of restoration of the
old ruling groups on the new revolutionary plane. These
elements have a decided tendency to retard the radicalization
of the revolution. They are conservative elements, tending to
preserve and safeguard the existing situation in the party, to
keep in power the elite actually in possession of power. This
effect has manifestly been perceived by the more far-seeing of
the National Socialist leaders. Otherwise it would be im-
possible to understand the active recruiting from among
monarchist circles for the cadres of the elite that has been
plainly evident, with the result that not a few younger sons
have entered these cadres. The parvenu elite is trying to
buttress its own position in power, won against a competition
that remains very active, by giving the old ruling classes a
personal interest in a share of the power. The essential con-
dition imposed is lip-service to the National Socialist philosophy,
which for the initiated covers a very unprincipled form of
contemporary realism. It will, in any case, be important to
watch this development closely. It is being steadily pushed on
from both sides, by the National Socialist leaders and by the
monarchists. It tends towards the idea of an evolution of
National Socialism in the direction of monarchism, an idea
that has not yet been abandoned.
In this way conflicts of opinion are being generated which
might eventually split the movement, and might even lead to
something like civil war. Here everything is in flux and any
forecast is almost impossible. One thing is certain, that among